By analyzing data from the sixth population census conducted in 2010, we discovered the following. 1) The proportion of households containing persons over the age of 65 was higher in villages than in towns, and higher in towns than in cities. 2) Among the senior population, empty nest households grew nearly nine percent from 2000 to 2010.
Much previous research demonstrates that the family living arrangements and health status of seniors directly influence their senior care needs and their reliance upon external care resources. At the same time, however, care arrangements and the level of health of seniors exert a marked influence on their children's employment opportunities and number of hours of their children can work. The significance of this influence is that the reliance of seniors on * Zhang Yi, researcher at the Institute of Sociology, Chinese Academy of Social Sciences. their family for care resources directly restricts the employment options and work arrangements of their children.9 For these reasons, the living arrangements, health, and senior care reliance of seniors will affect China's future implementation of institutions for elderly care. In this chapter, we analyze the family living arrangements, the bodily health status, and the senior care reliance situation of seniors using data from sixth decennial population census.
The Family Living Arrangements of Chinese Seniors
In traditional Chinese society, life expectancy was extremely short. Around 1950, the average life expectancy for a child of zero years was only 35.10 Thus most seniors were not expected to live to 65, hence the popular expression that living to the ancient age of 70 was a rare accomplishment. As society has stabilized and the economy developed, Chinese average life expectancy has rapidly increased, up to 73.1 in 2009.11 As life expectancies for infants of age zero have increased, the life expectancies of other age groups have also grown. The results of the sixth population census in 2010 indicate that the proportion of seniors 60-years and older to the total population was 13.26 percent, and the proportion of seniors 65-years and older to the total population was 8.87 percent, making China's aging population problems relatively mild compared to the rest of the world. However, China is still the world's most populous nation, meaning that China is the nation with the most seniors 65-years and older, about 123 million in total. Increases to the senior population have on the one hand caused increases to the proportion of households containing seniors, and on the other hand caused an increase to the number of seniors living in empty nest households. 
